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The New Church

- from an engraving

1906- 1966 — The Church

Friday, 12th January,
1906, the second Milngavie
Parish Church was dedicated
at a special service, the sermon
being preached and the " hal-
lowing prayer " offered by the
Moderator of the General
Assembly, the Right Reverend
Andrew J. Milne, LL.D., Fyvie,
and the Presbytery holding a
gpecial meeting thereafter to
declare the new building the
church of the parish.
" Opening services" on the
following Sunday, 14th January,
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were conducted by the Rev.
Archibald Fleming, M.A., of
St. Columba's, London, in the
morning, and by the Rev. J. H.
Dickie, M.A., of Springburn
(afterwards at New Kilpatrick)
in the evening. There was aso
an afternoon service for the
children.

When they were about it, Mr.
Edgar and his congregation
built well. The competition for
the design of the new church
was won by Messrs. Leadbetter
and Fairley, Edinburgh, and



when built it was described by a
foremost authority as " the
finest ecclesiastical building in
Dumbartonshire." Of rough-
hewn red sandstone, and stand-
ing on a rising site above
Strathblane Road at Baldernock
Road, the building impresses
by its relatively large size, by its
deep and wide twin-gabled tran-
septs, by a semi-octagonal apse
of rare beauty, and by the
unusual shape and tracery of
the windows. Those of the
clerestory in the nave perhaps
deserve specid mention, being
reminiscent of their much-
admired counterparts in Sweet-
heart Abbey, Kirkcudbright-
shire, though not directly re-
produced from them. Had the
high tower originally planned
to rise above the main door
been added, the completed edi-
fice would have had an appear-
ance of rea distinction.

The expectation aroused by the
exterior is not disappointed on
entering. The sense of spacious-
ness, the solidity yet warmth of
the stone, the symmetry and
grace of the pillars, arches and
windows, all combineto givean
effet of beauty and strength
which isentirely right in a build-
ing designed for worship, if
the dyle is recognisable as
" Scottish gothic,” it is no
davish copy or imitation of the

past, but amodified version tend-
ing towards modern functional-
ism in its chaste simplicity.

Fittings and furnishings are in
every way in keeping with their
setting, and are well adapted to
the essentia requirements of
worship in the Church of Scot-
land, the emphasis on Word
and Sacrament being para-
mount. Thus the fine oak
Pulpit, given by the Woman's
Guild in 1906, is in a prominent
and convenient position stand-
ing out from the western arm
of the chancel arch, and the
Communion Table is placed
centrally in the lovely shalow
apse where it is vigble from
amost every seat in the nave
and transepts, and not, asin so
many good churches of the
period, in a long chancel where
it is remote from the worship-
pers. A prayer-desk and lectern,
at the base of the chancel arch
on the east side, provide for
their respective functions in
worship, but it has to be
admitted that the Baptismal
Font, which stands temporarily
to the east of the lectern, has
gill to find a fixed and perma-
nent place where it will be truly
" in face of the congregation.”

John Edgar must have had a
fine devotional sense, for not
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only did he inspire the erection
of this worshipful sanctuary, he
also sought to use it worthily.
There are hints everywhere of
the order and seemliness he
sought to impart to the services
Sunday by Sunday, and for
specia occasions he drew up
printed orders of service which
show an informed regard for
structure and content. Further,
at a time when such things were
little regarded in Scotland, he
held services on Christmas Day
and observed Easter and the
other greater fedtivals of the
Church.

It was 1912 before the total cost
of the church (£7,500) was met,
and this despite the most strenu-
ous efforts of a witling con-
gregation, but a once the
minister began to take steps to
enrich the praise of the sanctu-
ary by having a good organ
installed. A bazaar to raise
money for this and other pur-
poses was held in the St
Andrew's Halls, Glasgow, on
three days in December, 1912.
the target set being £1,750. Two
years later, in December, 1914,
a fine two-manual organ by
Binns of Leeds was dedicated
by the Rev. Professor Cooper,
and an inauguration recital

given by Mr. Herbert Walton,
organist of Glasgow Cathedral.
By then it was becoming
apparent to dl that the war
which had begun on 4th Augus-
would not be " over by Christ-
mas." All the tributes paid to
Mr. Edgar mention his "un-
bounded patriotism " and his
anxiety to see sarvice as a
" fighting padre.” His age pre-
vented this, but he did go
overseas for a time to act as
chaplain behind the lines, and
his concern for the welfare and
comfort of the men at the front
and their dependants was un-
tiring.

But for the Great War and the
rising costs which followed it
the tower would most likely
have been built and the church
completed, for this was very
much in the minds of minister
and office-bearers and indeed a
" tower fund " was started with
a gift of £500. One addition to
the building was made, how-
ever, a this time—the central
stained glass window in the apse
which commemorates those who
gave their lives in the war.
Thereis no record of the artist's
name,* but he has produced, in
farly good modern glass, a
detailed representation of the

! (Note)—A note added to an inventory list says " Strachan," but comparison with his
other work in many Igarts of the country makes one doubt whether this can be the very

distinguished artist. Douglas Strachan.
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Crucifixion scene which can be
vey moving and which is a
constant reminder of the spirit
of sacrifice that lies at the heart
of the Christian Faith: "Greater
love hath no man than this,
that aman lay down his life for
his friends."

Mr. Edgar had one more ambi-
tion for his congregation—to
se the old church converted
into a thoroughly equipped
auite of halls. This was realised,
though he did not live to seeit.
He was already in failing health
when another bazaar was being
organised to raise money for
this project and was held in
Milngavie Burgh Hallsin Octo-
ber, 1924. He died in July,
1925; the "parish church halls"
wee dedicated five months
afterwards.

John Edgar was buried in
Badernock Kirkyard, a spot
heloved. Thosewho remember
him speak with a full apprecia-
tion of the great work he did
for Milngavie Parish Church
and in terms of the highest
regad for him as a minister
and friend. He was obviously
fond of a good joke, for he
published a little collection of
humorous stories entitled " The
Dew of Youth: Humour of
Pulpit, Pew and Parish." A few
years after his death a stained
glass window was erected to his

memory in the apse of the
church. It is on the left or west
sde of the war memorial win-
dow, and the subject chosen is
appropriately the Sermon on
the Mount. In addition to the
principal figures of Christ and
His disciples, there is an effec-
tive symbolic use of vine, angels,
cherubs, star and crown, cover-
ing not only the two main
lights but also the smaller
openings in the tracery. The
inscription reads: "Erected by
the congregation in loving
memory of John Edgar, M.A.,
minister of this parish, 1898
1925." Messrs. William Meikle
& Son of Glasgow designed
and executed the window.

Tt was in the 1920's that the
new St Joseph's Church,
painted white and prominent-
ly situated in Buchanan Street
at the top of Moor Road, was
opened to serve the growing
R.C. communit}'.

The Rev. Duncan McCorkin-
dale, B.D. (1925-1940), formerly
minister at Bonnybridge,
Stirlingshire, was inducted to
the parish of Milngavie on
22nd December, having been
elected by a majority of 303
votes to 41. He came "well-
equipped, full of vigour and
promise, and rich in experience.
Everything augured well for a
long and fruitful ministry, but
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Rev. DUNCAN McCORKINDALE
1925- 1940

it was otherwise ordained. Fail-
ing heath overtook him, and
after struggling bravely against
it ... he was at last compelled
to resign, to the great regret of
al who knew him."

These words of tribute, spoken
after his death in 1947 by one
who knew him well, tell in brief
the story of Mr. McCorkin-
dale's ministry. Its later years
were as difficult and depressing
as any in the history of the
congregation, but aways the
courage and friendliness of the
minister won the admiration
and dffection of his office
bearers and people, and even in

adversity some notable devel op-
ments took place.

The outstanding event was the
historic Union of the Churches
in 1929, when after long and
painstaking negotiations the
United Free Church, main off-
spring of amost 200 years of
dissent and disruption, joined
with the " Established " Church
to form the new Church of
Scotland, spiritually free as
never before and embracing the
vast majority of non-Roman
Catholic  Christians in the
country. In the loca context
this meant that the three princi-
pa congregations (Cairns, St.
Luke's and " Parish ") became
sisters in the same family,* and
one of the first steps taken was
to dividethe ecclesiastical parish
of Milngavie into three "parish
areas" and allocate one to each
church. Strangely enough, this
meant that before long the
original parish church, named
" St. Paul's" as from 1929, was
left with responsibility for the
smalest and least populous
" third " of its former parish.
but this probably reflects the
relatively weak state of the con-
gregation in 1930.

! (Note)—Milngavie was one of the places where a small minority of members in the

United Free Church fdt they

could not accept the Union and went out to form the

" United Free Church (Continuing)"; this was the origin of the present church in

Craigdhu Road a Lennox Avenue.

Page Twenty-eight



There were enthusiastic united
savices in the three churches
to celebrate the 1929 Union,
including a memorable Com-
munion Service in St. Paul's,
and a general spirit of harmony
and amity prevailed. But one
matter of dispute did arise, and
was finaly referred to the
General Assembly of 1931 for
decision: to which Presbytery
of the reunited Nationa
Church should the Milngavie
{and Bearsden) congregations
belong? The former United
Free Kirk Sessons preferred
Glasgow, and pled its nearness
and greater convenience; New
Kilpatrick and St. Paul's argued
for the maintenance of the
historic tie with the County and
with Dumbarton and resented
" being evicted from our ancient
ecclesiastical home."! The
latter view prevailed.
It was a brave decision, in the
then circumstances of the con-
gregation, to install electric
light in the church, which was
origindly lit by gas, but this
was accomplished in 1931
Further, no matter how low
financial resources might sink,
sight was never lost of the

obligation to complete the
church by building the tower.
Time and again the kirk session
discussed ways and means of
doing this, but aways the
obstacles seem insuperable.

At the end of 1930 Mr.
McCorkindale received a com-
munication which must have
served to lighten his burden,
ft was from a firm of solicitors,
and was to the dfect that a
legacy had been made by Mrs.
Jessie B. Robertson for the
erection of a window in the
church in memory of her hus-
band and hersdf. Thus the
stained glass in the apse was
completed. This newest win-
dow, on the east side, bears the
inscription: " To the Glory of
God and in Memory of Dr.
Peter France Robertson, V.D.,
and His Wife, Jessie Blackwood
-1931." Dr. Robertson had
been the devoted, esteemed and
trusted family physician of the
burgh for a life-time, a staunch
churchman, and afaithful elder,
and Mrs. Robertson had given
practical and personal service
alongside her husband in the
Church and to the whole com-
munity.

! (Note)—On it being dlamed that it was difficult and expensive for Elders to attend

meetings in Dumbarton, it was retorted

financid positions, having very much

that: " The ma]orlty of members in the Kirk
Sessions who are appeallng for the Glasgovv Presh
the command of their own time, and in are

are business men, in

much better circumstanced to attend Dumbarton than those of St. Paul’ s, which is

essentidly a working class congregation.”
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It is fitting that this com-
memorative window should
have as its theme the healing of
the epileptic boy (St. Matthew
XVII, 14). In the two larger
lights the scene is strikingly
portrayed - - the distraught
father kneeling down to Christ
the Great Physician and plead-
ing, " Lord, have mercy on my
son," with the faithless disciples
and the bystanders looking on.
The smaller lights above show
the shidd from the coat-of-
arms of Milngavie, where Dr.
Robertson exercised the minis-
try of healing, and other badges
and insignia. The artist is not
known. When the window had
been dedicated, everyone fdt
that the sanctuary had taken
on something of the fullness of
beauty for which it was de-
signed, and one eder spoke of
it as being now " veiled with a
hallowed peace."

Continued deterioration in his
health and then the outbreak
of war in September, 1939,
brought Mr. McCorkindale to
see that he could carry on no
longer. When he intimated his
decision to retire, an effort was
made to effect a union between
St. Paul's and St. Luke's con-
gregations, but despite severa
meetings between office-bearers
and congregations, some at-
tended by Presbytery repre-
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Rev. DONALD M. MACDONALD
1941 - 1949

sentatives, nothing came of
this. It was June, 1940, before
the minister retired and per-
mission was given to fill the
vacancy.

On 23rd January, 1941, the
Rev. Donald M. Macdonald,
B.D. (1941-1949), became min-
iser of St. Paul's. A young
man, coming to his first charge
after an assistantship in Dun-
blane Cathedral, he brought
new life and hope. A daunting
task awaited him, and in all
directions he was hampered
by the restrictions, tensions and
frustrations of war-time. But
by the freshness of his preach-
ing, hisdiligence in visiting, and
his lively approach to re
organising and building up the
life of the congregation, good
results were soon apparent.



