
Dear Friends, 

If it seems a long time since you last had a Ferguson File, then youΩre right.  We last 

sent one in January of this year, meaning we have almost 10 monthsΩ worth of news to 

catch you up on. 

At the end of September we celebrated one year of worship services in the life of 

Hiragishi Izumi Church.  It has been a year of ups and downs, but we are grateful to 

God who has led and sustained us in it all. 

Here are some snapshots of some of the things weΩve been getting up to. 

Language classes  ð do you teach English  ? 

In Otaru Lorna had run some childrenΩs English classes and several people were asking if 

we would do some here too.  As we donΩt have any church building yet, we were 

praying about where we could hold any classes.  Lorna mentioned this to a mother 

who has two daughters in CalumΩs and AlistairΩs classes.  Her husband works at a facility 

which assists disabled people and they have a small workshop/shop on the main road 

near the station.  άThey only use it until 4pm so maybe you could rent it after that?έ 

she suggested.  So now every week Lorna runs two classes on a Monday afternoon 

with a total of 21 children.  They have 45 minutes of English and then Lorna tells a Bible 

story for the last 5 minutes.  None of these children are from Christian homes and itΩs 

great to see their reactions as they hear stories about Jesus for the very first time. 

et parlez -vous français  ? 

άDo you speak French?έ was another question asked recently, this time by a neighbour 

of ours, Mrs. Watanabe.  She has been learning French for a few years through a radio 

course but was keen to get some conversation practice.  So now Lorna meets with her 

every Wednesday for an hour of French conversation.  They are each beginning to 

write and share the stories of their lives so far (in French!) which will also give Lorna the 

chance to share briefly about how she became a Christian and why we came to Japan. 

Hiragishi Takad ai Elementary School  
In March Alistair graduated from his kindergarten and on 6th April attended the entrance 

ceremony for our local primary school.  The Ferguson familyΩs 16 years of pre-school 

were now officially over!  Having our boys at the local school has given us many 

opportunities to get to know people living in the area, both children and adults.  Every 

morning just after 7:30 David dons his special armband and goes out to patrol the area 

as the children are walking to school.  He is now a well known figure in the area! 

Lorna joined the PTA this year, being given the responsibility of helping to organise the 

school festival in October.  This is a big event with the mothers of each class either 

arranging to make things to sell, or organizing games for the children to take part in.  

Although a lot of work, and with exposure to lots of new Japanese phrases, this event 

was a great chance to get to know more mothers and work alongside them in the school.  

As the Japanese say, it άsafely finishedέ on 16th OctoberJ 
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Get out and Come in!   

When we arrived in Hiragishi last April there was no church for this area with a 

population of 30,000 people.  Although Izumi Church now has weekly services, we still 

have no church building or anything obvious that makes us known.  We realised from 

the beginning that starting from zero in this way means that we have to get out and 

meet people where they are, rather than wait for them to come in to where we are.  So 

a major focus of our work has been, and still is, getting out into the community ς making 

friends, getting known, answering the almost inevitable question of άWhy have you 

come to Japan?έ.  We are really pleased that from November we will have co-workers 

in this.  JP and Nora Koch from Germany will join our team as they graduate from the 

language school.  They are very gifted at getting out and making friends, and in 

particular they want to do this through surfing and snow boarding, both of which they 

enjoy and can be done relatively easily from here. 

So Lorna is involved at the local school and with her English classes, David is a school 

guard, we both attend local sports clubs and are quite heavily involved with the boysΩ 

local football team.  Recently we attended the local community barbecue ς in the 

graveyard across from our house!  These are all great ways to get to know people living 

in the area. 

In September a group of 6 of the ChuasΩ friends from Singapore came to Hokkaido for a 

VWAP (vacation with a purpose).  They toured Hokkaido for a week and then came to 

HIragishi for long weekend.  They helped us with tracting, prayer walking and on the 

Saturday we held a άSingapore Culture Dayέ for the local community.  We put fliers in 

the local newspaper and delivered others by hand.  We had over 30 guests, and 

interestingly all but 2 of these were people we had already met by being out and about. 

Our next focus for outreach will be Christmas.  Lorna will hold Christmas parties with 

her English classes and hopes to do a small ladiesΩ cooking event in our house with Nora.  

On 11th December we will hold a Family Christmas event, inviting local children and their 

families.  We will have our own Christmas service on the 19th and hope to have another 

event for our neighbours like we did last year, possibly on the 23rd (a public holiday). 

Who builds the church?  
In our house we have a calligraphy hanging quoting Psalm 127 v 1 ς άUnless the Lord 

builds the house, those who build it labour in vain.έ  This is a reminder to us as a family 

and also as we seek to see Hiragishi Izumi Church built up in this area.  It is the Lord 

who builds His church and we are privileged to be His fellow-workers.  We pray that 

this will be an encouragement to you too as you seek to serve Him wherever you are.  

And we so value your support as you partner with us in seeing our church planted too. 

With our love and prayers. 

David, Lorna, Daniel, Matthew, Calum and Alistair  
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¸ for our various Christmas 

outreach events (ladies event, 

Family Christmas 11th, Christmas 

service 19th, event with 

neighbours); 

¸ for God to lead us to people 

whose hearts are seeking Him; 

¸ for preparation and delivery of a 

church pamphlet introducing 

ourselves and inviting people to 

our Christmas events; 

¸ For W, a 23 year old who comes a 

couple of times each month to 

our services even though he says 

he doesnΩt believe in God ς pray 

for him to come to believe. 

¸ For JP and Nora Koch as they 

start ministry in Hiragishi.   

¸ For Daniel and Matthew at 

Hebron ς for them to make good 

choices in all areas of life. 

¸ For the finances of OMF UK ς this 

year is seeing a significant 

shortfall in income.  Pray that 

we will be wise stewards of what 

we have and that God will supply 

all our needs. 

¸ For us to walk with our eyes 

focused on pleasing God rather 

than men. 

 

The boys õ corner  
Calum and Alistair are very settled in the local school having made lots of friends.  They 

both enjoy swimming and of course football and are looking forward to the skiing season 

starting soon. 

Daniel has started his A levels course at Hebron and Matthew his GCSEs.  They are also 

involved in sports, debating (both are good at arguing!) and the Duke of Edinburgh Award 

scheme, with Matthew also learning the clarinet.  Thanks to a family gift, Daniel and 

Matthew were able to spend time with friends in Amsterdam and with grandparents in Paris 

during their October break, instead of one of us going to visit them.  They seem to have had 

a great time and will be back with us on 18th December. 
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